
Strong Families Resolution (HR 746) Messaging Points   

1) There is no typical American family, and legislators should recognize that. 
Families in Georgia aren’t only made up of a husband and wife, 2.5 kids, and a white picket 
fence. Current policy often supports this cookie cutter view of family, leaving other types of 
family behind. Legislators should change that. 

• About 33% of Georgia’s kids live in single parent homes.i  
• Just about 20% of same-sex couples in Georgia are raising kids.ii 
• About 102,000 grandparents in Georgia are raising their grandkids.iii 

 
2) A healthy Georgia starts with healthy families. Georgia families need health care 

that meets their unique needs and their budgets. Policymakers must develop policies that help 
Georgia families access the comprehensive and affordable care that they need to thrive.  

• Almost 300,000 Georgians do not have any form of health coverage.iv 
• Georgia’s maternal mortality rate is the highest in the nation.v 
• Georgia has the 5th highest HIV diagnosis rate in the US.vi 

 
3) Georgians work to support themselves and their families. While we may love 

our jobs, we ultimately work to support ourselves and families. However, some Georgian 
families experience barriers to supporting their families. Legislators and workplaces must 
understand what support truly means to today’s Georgia families. 

• Georgia law does not require employers to provide break time and/or a location for 
new parents to express breast milk.vii 

• LGBTQ Georgians can be fired for their sexual orientations and gender identities.viii 
• The average cost of child care in Georgia can swallow nearly 40 percent of a working low-

income family’s budget.ix 
 
 

4) Georgia should recognize the staggering differences in economic and health 
outcomes for Georgia’s people of color and in the ways they experience 
policy. Legislators must understand why these differences exist and develop policy that 
helps Georgia families of all races and ethnicities thrive.  

• The infant mortality rate of babies born to Black women is more than twice as high as the 
rate for babies born to White women.x 

• About 44% of Hispanics in Georgia are uninsured, compared to 17% and 14% of Black and 
White people.xi 

• The unemployment rate for Black Georgians seeking work is about 2 times as high as that 
for Whites. xii 

• 25% of Hispanic Georgians live below the poverty line, as compared to 10% of white 
Georgians.xiii 



 

The Ask (for Constituents) 

Supporting the Strong Families resolution (HR 746) is the first step to getting policymakers to 
develop policies that recognize all types of families.   

The resolution does this by… 

• Educating legislators on our lived realities and how policy, or lack thereof, does not 
address some of the challenges today’s Georgia families face.  

• Holding policymakers accountable to including Georgia families in future legislation.  
• Building coalitions with elected officials to develop future legislation that effectively 

addresses these challenges.  

Tell your legislator to support the Strong Families Resolution (HR 746) and help all Georgia 
families thrive!  

 

 The Ask (for Legislators) 

Supporting the Strong Families resolution (HR 746) is the first step to developing policies that 
reflect today’s Georgia families.   

The resolution does this by… 

• Acknowledging the complexity of Georgia families and the forms that they take. 
• Identifying specific challenges that some Georgia families face as a foundation for 

future policy.  
• Providing a foundation to address these challenges.  

Vote YES to the Strong Families Resolution (HR 746) and help all Georgia families thrive! 

 

 

 

                                                           
i http://www.census.gov/hhes/families/data/cps2014C.html   
ii http://www.census.gov/hhes/samesex/files/ssex-tables-2013.xlsx 
iii http://dhs.georgia.gov/grandparents-raising-
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iv http://kff.org/other/state-indicator/total-population/ 
v http://www.cdc.gov/reproductivehealth/maternalinfanthealth/pmss.html 
vi http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/statistics/basics/geographicDistribution.html 



                                                                                                                                                                                           
vii  http://www.dol.gov/wb/map/ 
viii https://www.aclu.org/map/non-discrimination-laws-state-state-information-map 
ix http://gbpi.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Child-Care-Report-2015.pdf 
x http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/pdf/other/su6203.pdf 
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